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GLOSSARY
 

Barrier spit – Elongate sand ridges that 
extend generally parallel to the coast. 
 
Cultural landscape – A geographic area, 
including both cultural and natural 
resources and the wildlife or domestic 
animals therein, associated with a historic 
event, activity, or person, or exhibiting 
other cultural or esthetic values. There are 
four nonmutually exclusive types of 
cultural landscapes: historic sites, historic 
designed landscapes, historic vernacular 
landscapes, and ethnographic landscapes. 
 
Cuspate forelands – A type of sand spit 
that is wider than it is long. 
 
De facto wilderness – An area that is 
managed as if it were wilderness, but 
which has not been officially designated 
and included in the national wilderness 
preservation system. Under NPS Manage-
ment Policies, the National Park Service 
manages lands that have found to be 
suitable for wilderness, but have not yet 
studied or actions have not been taken on 
a wilderness proposal or recommendation, 
as de facto wilderness. 
 
Environmental impact statement – As 
required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), a detailed document 
that is prepared when a proposed action 
or alternatives have the potential for 
significant impact on the human 
environment. 
 
Environmentally preferred alternative – 
Of the action alternatives analyzed, the 
one that would best promote the policies 
in §101 of the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 
 
 
 

 
Ethnographic resource – Objects and 
places, including sites, structures, 
landscapes, and natural resources, with 
traditional cultural meaning and value to 
associated peoples. Research and 
consultation with associated people 
identifies and explains the places and 
things they find culturally meaningful. 
Ethnographic resources eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places are 
called traditional cultural properties. 
 
General management plan (GMP) – A 
plan that clearly defines direction for 
resource preservation and visitor use in a 
park, and serves as the basic foundation 
for decision making.  
 
Impairment – An impact so severe that, in 
the professional judgment of a responsible 
NPS manager, it would harm the integrity 
of park resources or values and violate the 
1916 NPS Organic Act. 
 
Interpretive media – This term is basically 
the same as nonpersonal interpretive 
services. Examples of these media include: 
includes park brochures and other publi-
cations, museum and visitor center exhib-
its, wayside exhibits, web pages, audiovis-
ual programs, and radio information 
systems. 
 
Life estate – Structures and land leased 
back to the original owner for the lifetime 
of that owner. The park’s enabling legis-
lation authorized the government to offer 
life estates to the prior owners at the time 
their land was acquired. 
 
Lightscape – The state of natural 
resources and values as they exist in the 
absence of human-caused light. This is 
usually associated with natural darkness 
and night skies. 
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Minimum requirement concept – A two-
step process that documents 1) the 
determination as to whether or not a 
proposed management action is 
appropriate or necessary for the 
administration of the area as wilderness, 
and does not pose a significant impact to 
the wilderness resources and character; 
and 2) the selection of the management 
method (tool) that causes the least amount 
of impact to the physical resources and 
experiential qualities (character) of 
wilderness. 
 
Nonpersonal interpretive services – 
Non-personal interpretive services are 
those that do not require the presence of 
staff. Examples of these services include 
wayside exhibits, visitor center exhibits, 
radio information systems, and computer 
technologies. 
 
Nonwilderness area – An area that does 
not meet wilderness suitability criteria, or 
other lands that may satisfy the criteria but 
for other reasons are not included in a 
wilderness proposal. These areas may vary 
between alternatives in a wilderness study 
/ environmental impact statement. 
 
High-water mark – In the case of Lake 
Superior, the highest level reached by the 
lake’s water. Typically, this corresponds to 
a surface elevation of about 602 feet in the 
Apostle Islands, and often corresponds to 
stable vegetation lines adjacent to beaches. 
 
Personal interpretive services – Personal 
interpretive services are those in which 
staff interact with visitors. Examples of 
these services include ranger talks, staffed 
visitor centers, and other ranger-
conducted activities. 
 
Potential wilderness – Lands that possess 
wilderness characteristics that would 
normally qualify them for designation with 

the national wilderness preservation 
system but contain temporary non-
conforming conditions (such as structures 
or roads) or uses (such as inholdings or 
valid mining claims) that prevent their 
being immediately designated as wilder-
ness. Potential wilderness may be identi-
fied in NPS wilderness proposals, wilder-
ness recommendations, and within 
legislation designating other portions of a 
park as wilderness. 
 
Proposed wilderness  – A suitable 
wilderness area that has been studied by 
the National Park Service and has been 
submitted as a proposal to the director but 
has not been approved by the Department 
of the Interior. 
 
Recommended wilderness – A suitable 
wilderness area that has been studied and 
proposed by the National Park Service, 
recommended for wilderness by the 
Secretary of the Interior to the President, 
and then transmitted by the President to 
Congress. Once approved by the 
Secretary, the area can be considered 
recommended wilderness for management 
purposes. 
 
Record of Decision – A document that is 
prepared to substantiate a decision based 
on an environmental impact statement. 
 
Sandscape – A landscape that is domi-
nated by sand. In the Apostle Islands that 
are various sandscapes, including 
sandspits, cuspate forelands, tombolos, 
numerous beaches, and a barrier spit. 
 
Scoping – The process followed in 
preparing a National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) document for 
determining the scope of issues to be 
addressed and for identifying the 
significant issues related to a proposed 
action. Internal scoping is when NPS staff 
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decide what needs to be analyzed in a 
NEPA document. External scoping is early 
public involvement in a NEPA process, 
intended to identify what issues and 
concerns the public has regarding a 
proposed action. 
 
Soundscape – The natural soundscape is 
the aggregate of all the natural sounds that 
occur in an area, together with the physical 
capacity for transmitting natural sounds. 
Natural soundscapes exist in the absence 
of human-caused sound. 
 
Suitable wilderness – An area that posses 
the qualities and character, as identified 
within the Wilderness Act, which would 
qualify it for designation within the 
national wilderness preservation system. 
An area where, based upon a wilderness 
suitability assessment, the NPS Director 
has approved the determination of 
suitability for wilderness designation. 
 
Tombolo – A sand feature that joins either 
two islands or an island to the mainland. 
 
Use and occupancy agreement – 
Structures and land leased back to the 
original owner for a finite period of time. 
The park’s enabling legislation authorized 

the government to offer use and 
occupancy agreements to the prior owners 
at the time their land was acquired. 
 
Visitor nonwilderness experiences – The 
experiences a visitor has in those parts of 
the park that are not included in a 
wilderness proposal. This includes 
interactions with natural and cultural 
resources, park staff, and park facilities 
(e.g., campgrounds, trails) that visitors use. 
Examples of activities that generate these 
visitor experiences include using a visitor 
center or wayside exhibit, walking on a 
self-guided interpretive trail, socializing at 
a picnic area or group campsite, or 
watching a ranger presentation at an 
amphitheater. 
 
Wilderness suitability assessment – A 
brief memorandum, from a regional 
director to the Director, that makes a 
management determination as to the 
suitability of a park’s lands for wilderness 
designation. All lands and waters found to 
possess the characteristics and values of 
wilderness, as defined in the Wilderness 
Act, and determined suitable pursuant to 
the wilderness suitability assessment are 
formally studied to develop a proposal for 
wilderness designation. 

 

 202



 

INDEX

Basswood, 26, 33, 41, 44-45, 54-56, 61, 78, 
83-84, 87-88, 91-92, 96-97 

Bear, 29, 33-34, 37, 41, 44, 54, 56, 80, 107 
campsite, 59, 61, 68, 76 
Cat, 33, 37, 41, 44, 60 
Devils, 26, 33, 41, 44, 51-52, 61, 63, 88 
dock, 26, 56, 59, 68 
Eagle, 33, 37, 41, 44, 52, 55, 60, 109 
ethnographic resource, 15, 56-57, 82, 84- 

85 
fish camp, 29, 61, 62 
fishing, 5-6, 11, 13-14, 17, 34, 53, 55, 57, 

105 
general management plan, 28, 67, 74-76, 

78-79, 81, 86, 89 
group camp, 59, 61, 89, 90-91, 99 
Gull, 6, 33, 37, 41, 44, 52, 55, 60 
Hermit, 33, 41, 44, 54, 84, 88, 98 
Historic Preservation Act, 15, 63, 81-82, 

84-85 
hunting, 5, 11, 13-14, 54-55, 105 
interpretive trail, 68, 90, 202 
Ironwood, 33, 37, 41, 44, 54, 109 
lighthouse, 52, 56, 61-62, 82 
Long, 18, 20, 26, 41, 43-45, 53-55, 62, 70, 

78, 83, 87-88, 105 
Manitou, 26, 29, 33-34, 41, 44, 54, 56, 61- 

62, 88 
Michigan, 18, 26, 33, 37, 41, 44, 55-56, 61, 

63 
Native American, 11, 14, 17, 20-21, 56, 74, 

81-82, 84-85 

North Twin, 33, 37, 41, 44, 52 
Oak, 26, 29, 33, 41, 44, 52, 54-55, 60-61, 63, 

84, 88, 98 
Otter, 26, 33, 41, 44, 60, 88 
Outer, 26, 33, 37, 41, 44, 52, 54-55, 60-61, 

63 
picnic table, 5, 61, 89, 90-92, 99 
Presque Isle, 34, 37, 44, 53, 59, 61-63, 105 
quarry, 80, 98 
Raspberry, 26, 33, 41, 44, 52, 54, 60-6, 88 
Rocky, 26, 29, 33-34, 41, 44, 60-3, 78, 83-

84, 88 
 
Sand, 6, 26-27, 29, 33-34, 41, 44-45, 49, 52, 

54, 56, 60-63, 78, 80, 83- 84, 87-88, 91- 
92, 96-97 

soil, 51-52, 70, 76- 78, 99 
South Twin, 26, 33, 41, 44, 60-61, 88 
Stockton, 26, 29, 33-34, 37, 41, 43-44, 50, 

53-55, 59-63, 78, 83-84, 105 
trail, 17, 93-97 
vegetation, 15, 53, 63, 76-79, 99 
visitor nonwilderness experience, 67, 90- 

91 
Wilderness Act, 3-5, 9-12, 26-27, 29, 34, 37, 

58-59 
wilderness resource, 5, 16, 28, 33, 42-43, 

45, 49, 67, 71-72, 86-92, 99 
wilderness suitability, 3, 9, 26, 103 
wildlife, 13, 15, 63, 73, 77-79 
York, 29, 33-34, 41, 44, 88

 
 
 
 

 203




